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SYNOPSIS
A group of life inmates find introspection through the words of Shakespeare.
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
Ever since I made Ya Albi, I have discovered that I enjoy telling stories about topics I am unfamiliar 

with. Though I have always considered myself NOT a politically savvy person, as of late, I find 

myself drawn to stories with strong current event connections.

Shakespeare on the Range came to me when I saw a Facebook short documentary post about a 

group of prisoners putting on a Shakespearean play. The joy and innocence of the performance 

by a group of people I would otherwise know very little about, inspired me to dig deeper. I soon 

discovered that there are many similar programs throughout the world that focus on rehabilitation 

for inmates. Coincidentally, I had also just watched the documentary “13th” around the same 

time, which sparked my dive into learning about the prison system in the United States. The U.S 

currently has the highest incarceration rate in the world.

What I discovered through my research is a series of themes and questions surrounding morality, 

forgiveness, and change. I found myself connecting to the real-life story of Wabash Valley 

Correctional Facility inmate, Lawrence Newton, who currently participates in a Shakespeare 

Program with university professor, Laura Bates. Laura Bates teaches Shakespeare to maximum-

security prisoners.

I connected with this subject because I realized how easily it has been for me stay completely 

ignorant and emotionally disconnected from this large group of people, simply because of the 

stigma attached to being labeled a criminal. If you are a criminal, people immediately assume you 

are a bad person, and why should we care about “bad people?”  Though I believe there are people 

who fall into this category, there are also a lot of people who live in a very gray area. Many of 

the prisoners I observed seemed like inherently decent human beings who just made some very 

grave mistakes. And as humans, we all make mistakes, right? Perhaps, with that in mind, we need 

to revisit the way we treat and deal with criminals. Instead of opting for the simpler solution of 

locking them up so they are out of sight and therefore out of mind, maybe we need to give them 

more opportunities and programs to learn from their mistakes.

As a director, I’m always trying to challenge myself – to create content that no one expects me to 

do. For this project, I wanted to bring out the humanity of prisoners so that the audience realizes 

that the degree of separation between some prisoners and ourselves, is not that large. 

In Shakespeare on the Range, we meet Newton, who is newly released into general population, 

after being in disciplinary solitary confinement for 10 years.  He has joined a class of general 

population inmates 3 days before their opening night of “Macbeth,” due to the former lead being 

unable to fulfill his duties in the play because he has been sent to the hole. 

MORE CREW / CAST INTERVIEWS 

ON VIRTUAL PRESS OFFICE
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We follow Newton as he finds his place within the classroom with his peers. As Newton dives into the story of Macbeth, we as an audience 

simultaneously explore flashbacks of his past life and learn about his backstory and personal connection to Macbeth’s character. 

The aesthetic of the film are inspired by the theater and stage. Being a former theater nerd, this rings very true to my heart and I was 

excited to infuse my experiences in high school theater into the writing and art design within the film. 

One of the topics I researched and will be incorporating into the film is how prisoners mentally deal with the day to day mundane prison 

life through a process of mental escapism call “fantastical walks.” This is a hyper realistic world in a prisoner’s mind where they relive 

past or future events to escape from current life. The flashbacks in the scenes serve as these “fantastical walks” and will be hyper colorful 

vignettes. The transitions between reality and past will be indicated with a spotlight stage light gag transition that involves iris pulls and 

stage light setups. 

This has been the most logistically challenging project I have attempted. I have learned a lot and continue to grow my skills as a director. I 

hope you enjoy the story of Shakespeare on the Range.

-Christine W. Chen

MORE CREW / CAST INTERVIEWS ON 

VIRTUAL PRESS OFFICE
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CAST

GARRETT KRUITHOF

as Newton

Garrett Kruithof, born and raised in 

Northwest Louisiana, has appeared in 

dozens of televisions most popular shows 

and feature films. Garrett has appeared 

with recurring roles as Assistant District 

Attorney Roy Stout on  Magic City, 

Detective Jimmy Dufrene on the HBO series 

True Detective, and Emile Hirsch, in Bonnie 

and Clyde

Garrett owns and operates Northwood 

Acting Studio at Millennium Studios in 

Shreveport, LA. 

RONALD R. BUSH

as SAMMY

Ronald R Bush retired from the United 

States Air Force in 1989. After which he 

spent the next decade plus as a jeweler. 

Six months before closing his jewelry store 

he acted in his first play and was hooked 

on acting. 

He has since been in numerous plays short 

films and a couple of feature films. He has 

written, produced and directed short films. 

MARK BONNER
as Red

Born and raised in Shreveport Louisiana, 

Mark committed himself to storytelling 

shortly after his 18th birthday when he 

befriended a disabled neighbor on the 

verge of suicide. After confronting his 

neighbor, his neighbor decided against 

carrying out his deed. Ever since, the words 

“if your story can change a man’s life, you 

have done your job,” stuck with him. After 

this moment, Mark dedicated his career to 

screenwriting. At age 19, he had his first 

screenplay optioned and have since gone 

on to acting and directing as well.  

CAST - LONG
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CAST

JOSHUA R. FORD
as Darius

Joshua Ryan Ford from New Orleans, 

Louisiana. Graduated from University of 

Louisiana at Lafayette in Fashion Design 

in 2012. While living in New York City in 

pursuit of career, Joshua began modeling. 

Later moved back home to New Orleans 

and began an acting career.

MARY THOMA
as Laura 

Award-winning Actress, Director, Coach 

and Instructor Mary Thoma has been 

teaching acting for over 25 years. With 

credits in theater, film, television and radio, 

she is a versatile actress, commercial talent, 

director, coach, writer, and filmmaker. Her 

acting studio, TASA STUDIO (The Art and 

Soul of Acting) has been designated a sister 

studio to The True Acting Institute and the 

only studio with this distinction in the state 

of Louisiana. Her short film Dandelion, 

written and directed by Thoma in 2015, 

went on to win Top 20 at LAFP as well as a 

Founders Circle Award and has screened 

at multiple festivals nationwide. Her 

Production company, Four Women Films 

was launched the same year.

CAST - SHORT
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CREW

CO-PRODUCER/
DIRECTOR/WRITER
Christine Chen 

Christine started filming at an early age 

with her parent’s VHS camera. She soon 

discovered it was more than a hobby when 

she filmed her first documentary in Lijiang, 

China during undergrad for Rice University. 

Christine later started her production 

company Moth to Flame, while obtaining 

her MBA at the University of Texas 

McCombs School of Business.

Her feature film, Funemployment” will be 

coming out in 2017 and her short film, “A 

Bird’s Nest,” and “Two Roads” can both be 

seen on ShortsTV.

DIRECTOR OF 
PHOTOGRAPHY
Taylor Camarot

Taylor Camarot is an independent 

cinematographer based in Austin, TX. 

He graduated from Sedona Film School 

in 2012 with a certificate in narrative 

filmmaking. With the combination of 

sensitive lighting and creative camera 

moves, Taylor creates award winning 

cinematography. In addition to creativity, 

professionalism and communication are 

top priorities on every project.

Taylor is also an accomplished camera 

operator, owning a complete cinema 

camera package. He is experienced with 

most digital cameras, including RED, 

Blackmagic, Sony, Canon, etc. Having 

specialized in award winning films and 

commercials, personally winning Best 

Cinematography in 2013, Taylor’s technical 

knowledge, experience lighting a wide 

variety of looks, and creative camera moves 

will allow you to tell the best story possible.

ART DIRECTOR
Kellie Penna

Kellie Penna s a self-taught set dresser 

and small time prop maker. Her debut 

film as  Art Director was on the feature, 

“Funemployment,” directed by Christine 

Chen. Kellie has  since become Moth to 

Flame’s main Art Director and has worked 

on several other award-winning films.

Her most recent work can be seen in such 

films as Dolly, Ya Albi, Two Roads, The Earth 

Below, and Blind Date Rules.
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CREDITS

CREDITS - SHORT

C R E W

Director/Writer/Producer.............................................. Christine Chen

Director of Photography ............................................... Taylor Camarot

1st Assistant Camera  .................................................... Ali Nidzorgski

1st Assistant Director .................................................... Mattias Marasigan

Gaffer ............................................................................... Greg Edwards 

Editor ............................................................................... Christine Chen

Art Director ..................................................................... Kellie Penna

Original Music ................................................................ Steffen Schmidt & Sophie Mojsiejenka

Sound Design & ADR ..................................................... Kirby Meador

Sound Recordist ............................................................. Chris Evans, Ken Burton, Todd Thompson

Makeup Artist ................................................................. Roxy McDanel

Costumes ........................................................................ Denise Hutto

Stunt Coordinator .......................................................... Tim J Smith

Armorist .......................................................................... Jason Brown

Colorist ............................................................................ Taylor Camarot

C A S T

Garrett Kruithof ............... Newton

Mark Bonner .................... Red

Ronald Bush ..................... Sammy

Joshua R Ford .................. Darius

Mary Thoma ..................... Laura

JD Enick ............................ Teen Newton

Brinon Kruithof................ Kid Newton

Cornell Clark .................... Red’s Brother

Patrick Kirton ................... Warden

Terry Nelson ..................... Correctional Officer

Eric Gibson ....................... Correcitonal Officer

Kurt Deville ...................... Officer Wilson

Bad Uncle ......................... Jevon Miller

Nephew ............................ Zyen Sandifer


